Colleges divided over Libya-sponsored students

by Deana Driver responses from Canadian med- concerns and are treating thisas  already issued but would study
ical licensing authorities. a serious ethical issue. the matter further.

REGINA | A request from the While most say they have no The Saskatchewan college at An April 23, 2006, letter

Libyan government to not grant ~ legal ability to refuse registra- its most recent council meeting to the College of Physicians

Canadian medical practice tion to qualified individuals, in late November took a two- and Surgeons of Saskatch-

licences to some of its citizens others have stated they agree pronged approach, deciding it ewan (CPSS) from the Libyan

has been met with divided with the Libyan government’s would not withdraw licences see Libya | page 66

greements a clause st1pu1atmg._ -
at Libyan doctors are required

vefszty of Saskatchewan, saj
e schooi has noti recewed a

ians and. su,rgeons across  train
anadaand (Ganada) Immic .
gration would have i lmrmnent - d
auth_orlty tonotallowit” .
«-Thedssue 1s of more con_cern




from l page 66
“shoulc  not, under
¢, be issued certi of
ion by the college for
1e purpose of independent
ctice in Saskatchewan
The embassy asked its legal
counsel to look into this issue
and “take all legal Ineasures

November. =

; and dem d the return.of

'temtorlalwhcensmg authorltles
" contacted by the Medical Post .
said they would not refuse licen- - |

Can’t marry a non-Arab

One translated agreement indi-
cates a Libyan doctor agreed
to numerous undertakmgs, ol

mcludmg to “work for the State -

twofold the period I spent as

a sponsored student follow- |
ing my graduation,” returnto |
Libya “as soon as I graduate,” |
not to change the field of study

|
{

~or place of study without the "~

Libyan government’s consent, -
not to marry anon-Arab,and"
not to engage in any offensive -
or embarrassing behaviour or

political activity while abroad. . -
“The agreement stlpula‘ s that,

any of the stated conditions;
the leyan government h‘askth

of that withholding decision

sure based upon this request. -
Kathryn Clarke, senior com-
munications co-ordinator of the
Ontario College of Physicians

and Surgeons, was unsure if cor-

respondence had been received
from the Libyan embassy’but -~ -
said: “In general practice; the -
college licenses individuals who -
meet our requirements and we

: pe.opic
th

apply for a licence here in s
Ontario and have th uahﬁca- ‘

tions for a licence,

would be licey

one )urls,dlctlon she added
The Alberta college “wouldn’t
.+ -turn anybody down simply v

because of a request becau

ck view the retum-ln—
greemént as-a private :
between the doctor and |
govern-men‘t.--' S
it's an issue the leyan
wvernment will have to take up
erms. of the Canadlan courts i
in.recompense or deal with

tion Canada,” said Dr :
It sounds like Immigra-
Canada can prevent this =

ort of re51dency

'clded “We dor’t ask -
. about what contracts
have We get reference -
rom the people here in
nd we want to make

‘sure they have the appropnate
- qualifications.”

Dr, Little suggested the hos-'

" pitalsor regional health author-



. 1ues that-hire these physicians
- might be more likely to “ask
' ions” about thc doc-

: ba,skatdlavan said that is not
standard practice. -

The contract breach issue
has come up in other contexts,
sometimes even withina -
regional health region. “That
happens a lot,” said New

Brunswick registrar Dr. Ed
' Scho'llenberg “We have phys—
icians who sign contracts in

~ other capacitics. Thereisthe -

« traditional view, which I think:
~insome place:, still holds, that
‘@ conttact is a contract. Ithas

-consequences in terms of that,

*"but 4 contract doesn’t bind a
third party. I'm not sure why it
would be an ethlca] lS.‘:l.l(_

-Mam,tob_a a_nd B-.C;g;dlsagreje

Yet that’s the take of Manitoba -
-and British Columbia’s licensing
__colleges. In a memo to the Sas-

katchewan Lollege Doreen Kelly, :

assistant registrar and general

counsel of the Manitoba coIlege, {
_said that Manit oba’s council

“has a policy against registering
a physician where registration

- would enablethe breach of a

refurn-in- SVGI‘VIL.Q agreemcnt

and this would apply in the case
 of the Libyans. It has rarely been
applied in the past, as there have

‘been few circumstances where
we knew of the retarn- of-ser- .
vice agreement.”. . -

Dr. Bill Pope, Manitoba's
registrar, said the college’s coun-
cil had not yet discussed the

* matter but the refusal to régister

a doctor with an outs.taudmg
contract is the Tegistrar’s pohcy
‘which'can be overruled by
council and appealed.

~ In the late 1990s, some:local
and foreign-trained doctors
breached informal return-in--
service commitments they had
requiring them to stay in Mani-

toba after graduation. “It’s fairly

common for young graduates

to go to other places rather than

stay here,” said Dr. Pope. “11 s
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